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Sings Live 24/25 in partnership with The Sixteen

Project Outline

Sings Live is our FREE West Sussex secondary schools singing offer, which is aimed at KS3 students (11-14yr olds), school choirs (11-18 yr olds) and SEND secondary schools (11-18yr olds). The schools come together to perform 3 choral pieces as a mass choir and perform their own school choral work. 

We are proud and excited to be presenting the project in partnership with one of the UK’s finest professional choral groups, The Sixteen, who will be assisting schools in preparation of the repertoire for the concert. The October workshops will be led by Genesis Sixteen alumni  conductor, Olivia Shotton, and supported by 4 singers.

West Sussex Music is able to offer an introductory in-school workshop to schools who currently have little singing engagement, to help launch and secure student sign-ups for the project, with the aim of including at least 30 students from each participating school.

Project dates

 Schools pick one project to take part in from the following:

[bookmark: _Hlk172718310]NORTH OFFER
· CPD: Wednesday 18 September, 4:15-5:45pm at Christ’s Hospital School RH13 0LJ
· [bookmark: _Hlk176788795]Choral workshop with The Sixteen on 16 October, 10am-12pm at Hazelwick
School, Crawley
· [bookmark: _Hlk171088646]Choral concert on Thursday 27 February 2024, 12pm rehearsal and 6pm
concert at Christ’s Hospital Chapel.

[bookmark: _Hlk172717827]SOUTH OFFER
· CPD: Tuesday 17 September, 4:15-5:30pm at Oak Grove College BN13 1JX
· Choral workshop with The Sixteen on 18 October, 10am-12pm at Oscar Romero Catholic School
· Choral concert on 11 February, 12pm rehearsal and 6pm concert at Worthing Assembly Hall.

*It is essential to attend the choral workshop to take part in the Sings Live concert.

Schedule for the concert days:

12pm: Schools arrive
12:30-2:30pm: mass songs rehearsal
2:30-3pm: break
3-5pm: school solo performance items rehearsal
5-5:45pm: dinner break
6-7:15pm: concert

The Music

The three mass choir items will include a two-part harmony section for schools to learn as well as an optional SATB part for school choirs with mixed voices. The choral works are designed to be suitable for both teaching in the classroom for KS3 students or using in a school choir rehearsal. Schools will be provided with all learning resources for each song, which includes sheet music, learning tracks, backing tracks, performance tracks accompanying video aids. We request that the participating students sing the mass songs off-copy for the performance.

Mass Songs:
· Green Garden by Laura Mvula, arranged by Rachel Maby
· Bring me little water Silvy, trad. American folk song arranged by Moira Smiley
· Oh Sing by Kerry Andrews

School Song Choice: schools are requested to perform one song by themselves at the concert. This year’s theme is rivers and nature. Teachers can choose whatever song they like with live accompaniment. A pianist will be provided for schools unable to provide their own. Here is a list of recommended repertoire to aid teachers:

Pop
· I can see clearly now by Jonny Nash, published by Sing Up (two-part harmony)
· Lovely Day by Bill Withers, arranged by Rachel Maby (two-part harmony)
· Hold back the River by James Bay and Ian Archer, arranged by Roger Emerson and published by Hal Leonard (two-part, SAB or SATB)
· River by Ibeyi (three-part harmony)
· Stand by me by B.B.King, arr. by Mark de Lisser and published Hal Leonard (SATB)

Folk + Traditional
· Three little birds by Bob Marley, arr. by Audrey Snyder and published by Hal Leonard (two or three part harmony)
· Wade in the Water spiritual, arr. by R.Maby (SAT)
· Down in the River to Pray trad. arr. by R.May (SAT) 
· Cross the wide Missouri (Shenendoah and the water is wide) arr. by Don Besig and Nancy Price and published by Alfred Music (two-part, three-part or SATB)
· Deep River arr. R.Maby (SATB)

Music for stage and screen (classical and music theatre)
· Music on the Waters by Jonathan Dove, published by Friday Afternoons (two or three parts)
· Cuckoo by Benjamin Britten, published by Friday Afternoons (two part harmony)
· River Song by Andy Beck, published by Alfred Music (two-part, three-part and SATB)
· Voice on the Wind by Sarah (SSAA or SATB)
· Into the West from Lord of the Rings by Fran Walsh, Howard Shore, Annie Lennox / arr. Alan Billingsley and published by Alfred Music (two part, three part or SATB). 
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